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This report summarizes the overall trends in grant and contract activity across all three
campuses of the University of Michigan through the first month of Fiscal Year 2026,
which ended July 31.

Total research expenditures through the first month of FY26 totaled $192 million, which
is up 0.6% when compared to July 2024.

The number of research submissions through the first month of FY26 was up 2.6%, and
the value of those submissions increased 4.6% when compared to July 2024.

The number of new research awards from external sponsors during the first month of
FY26 increased 10.7%, and their value decreased 16.9% when compared to July 2024.
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Some highlights of this month’s report include: 

A $19 million grant from The Marcus Foundation to Cynthia Chestek, professor of biomedical engineering,
electrical engineering and computer science, and robotics, to design and build a durable, wireless brain-
computer interface that can restore speech in aphasic stroke patients. This interface will use tiny carbon-
fiber electrodes and micro-computers to reliably record and transmit brain signals, paving the way
for long-lasting communication recovery.

A $10 million grant from the National Science Foundation to Jason Owen‑Smith, executive director of the
Institute for Research on Innovation and Science and associate vice president for research, Institutional
Capabilities & Research Intelligence (IRIS), to expand the “Industries of Ideas” initiative, which will develop
people‑centered data infrastructure to link federal research investments with local jobs and
workforce skills through advanced analytics.

A $3.4 million grant from the National Institutes of Health to Rachel L. Zemans, professor in internal medicine
— Pulmonary/Critical Care, to investigate the mechanisms underlying impaired epithelial regeneration and
the development of lung fibrosis following silica dust inhalation.  The research aims to uncover how
deficiencies in epithelial repair processes drive fibrotic scarring and inform new therapeutic
strategies to restore lung function and prevent chronic respiratory disease. 
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https://news.umich.edu/enabling-stroke-victims-to-speak-19m-toward-brain-implants-to-be-built-at-u-m/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://src.isr.umich.edu/research/projects/expanding-the-industries-of-ideas-understanding-the-link-between-research-investments-jobs-and-skills/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.lung.org/research/about-our-research/past-researchers/rachel-zemans?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Expenditures
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Year to Date
FY24: $173,863,421
FY25: $191,067,066
FY26: $192,203,854



Submissions by Count
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Year to Date
FY24: 559
FY25: 616
FY26: 632



Submissions by Amount
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Year to Date
FY24: $492,506,770
FY25: $533,619,807
FY26: $558,359,604



Awards by Count
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Year to Date
FY24: 196
FY25: 224
FY26: 248



Awards by Amount
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Year to Date
FY24: $97,900,617

FY25: $171,629,848
FY26: $142,663,701



Top Monthly Awards
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Top Monthly Awards

U - M  R E S E A R C H  A W A R D  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E S  R E P O R T
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 5

Department of Defense



Industry

Top Monthly Awards
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