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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
REGENTS COMMUNICATION 

 
 

ACTION REQUEST: Change in Title and Reappointment to an Academic 
Administrative Appointment 

 
NAME: Mary A. Schmidt 
 
CURRENT TITLE: Associate Dean for Academic Programs and Student Affairs, 

School of Art & Design 
 
RECOMMENDED TITLE: Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education and Academic 

Affairs, School of Art & Design 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES: July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2013 
 
I am pleased to recommend the change in title for Mary A. Schmidt from associate dean for 
academic programs and student affairs to associate dean for undergraduate education and 
academic affairs, School of Art & Design, effective July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2013.   
 
Mary Schmidt earned her B.A. summa cum laude / Phi Beta Kappa (studio art and art history), 
M.A. (art history), and A.B.D. (art history) degrees from the University of Pittsburgh in 1977, 
1980, and 1981, respectively.  She served as associate head of the School of Art and senior 
lecturer at Carnegie Mellon University from 1988 to 2000 where she also served as a leader in 
the development of teaching with technology.  She joined the University of Michigan in 2000, 
where she served as assistant dean for academic programs and student affairs.   
 
Her responsibilities include oversight of all activities associated with undergraduate education.  
In addition, she has recently initiated a major project to connect the School of Art & Design to 
other academic units at the University by implementing dual admission and joint degrees 
between the School of Art & Design and eight other academic units on campus.  Her 
responsibilities occasionally involve teaching obligations, and she holds a concurrent 
appointment as a lecturer in art and design.  
 
Dean Schmidt has been an invaluable contributor to the successful re-envisioning of the School’s 
curriculum and to the School’s emergence as a campus and national leader in the field of art-
design education.  She has collaborated with faculty and administrators to redesign and 
implement an art-design undergraduate educational program that recognizes the multi- and inter-
disciplinary nature of contemporary visual art.  She has developed a student administrative 
infrastructure where little structure previously existed and has well-positioned the School for 
future growth.  
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