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ACTION REQUEST: Approval of Academic Calendar for 2008-2009

The following principles influence the academic calendar on the Ann Arbor campus:

The number of class days in the fall term should be as close as possible to the number
of class days in the winter term. Fall 2008 has 67 class days and Winter 2009 has 69
days.

Classes should not begin before September 1. Starting classes in August would lead to
significant problems for both students and faculty.

Fall classes begin on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in September, to ensure
starting after Labor Day. Winter classes start the first Wednesday after the first
Monday, in order to start after January 2.

Spring break should fall on the eighth week of winter term so that schools and colleges
have the option of completing seven-week mini-courses before break. Note: this
calendar is an exception to this principle. Spring break has been moved a week
earlier to coincide with the Ann Arbor Public School’s spring break.

The term end date in both the fall and winter is the Tuesday of the 15% week, followed
by a single study day before exams start on Thursday and Friday. Exams continue to
through the Thursday of the 16%" week.

The attached calendar has been shared with many faculty and administrative groups.

[ am writing to request its approval.

Respectfully submitted,

M_

Teresa A. Sullivan Brovost and
Executive Vice President for
Academic Affairs

June 2006
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DRAFT 5/10 /2006
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN ACADEMIC CALENDAR
ANN ARBOR CAMPUS

FALL TERM, 2008
*Registration (for students not pre-re@istered)..... .o Aug 29, Fri
Labor Day (HOTIAAY) ..ottt ae s st ras e st e Sept 1, Mon
CIASSES DEZIM ettt e er e e e b e e se e r s a et nen s Sept 2, Tues
Fall Study Break...oo.ooiiieieecece e s s e Oct 20-21, Mon-Tues
Thanksgiving recess, 5:00 Pull oo e e Nov 26, Wed
CIASSES EIIA ..ottt e et et e e e ettt e ot e ea et e e e tb e ettt ta ek taeaa et trtntaneeartnnneeeaanrne ... Dec 9, Tues
Study DayS. ..o Dec 10, Wed & Dec 13-14, Sat-Sun
EXAMINALIONS ..ottt ettt e b ettt s Dec 11-12, Thurs-Fri &
...................................................................................................................................... ....Dec 15-18, Mon-Thurs
(10} 147111 11o1=1 173 1| FEURTRROR RO PO PUP RSP Dec 14, Sun
67 class days: M=13, T=14, W=14, Th=13, F=13
**Rosh Hashanah 9/29-10/1; Yom Kippur 10/8- 10/9; Hanukkah 12/21-12/29
WINTER TERM, 2009
*Registration (for students not pre-regiStered) ... e Jan S, Mon
ClaSSES DEEIM vttt ettt ettt bt et et ere e e s a s etk e bttt Jan 7, Wed
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (University Symposia/No Regular Classes) ..o Jan 19, Mon
Vacation begins 12:00 NOOM .ovviciiiiiii it ettt st e Feb 21, Sat
CLASSES TESUITIE ....ovioei e eeie e et eee e ee e et e e e bt e st a e e em s et e e e ae et e e s e vt e etbea st re e ntanssennsens Mar 2, Mon
University Honors CoOnVOCAtION ..ot e e e Mar 15, Sun
CLASSES BN .ttt e Apr 21, Tues
STUAY DAYS .ottt ettt er ettt e en Apr 22, Wed; Apr 25-26, Sat-Sun
EXAMINALIONS ..ottt et et er e e e et e reae ket aenbeaneia e ear e ae e Apr 23-24, Thurs-Fri &
.................................................................................................... Apr 27-30, Mon-Thurs
CommENCEITIENT ACLIVITIES .iviiiiuiieeieitiiitie it ie ettt e e ste st et e e rbe et eata et e et e arassenee e May 1-3, Fri-Sun
69 class days: M=13, T=14, W=14, Th=14, F=14
**Passover 4/8-4/16
SPRING-SUMMER TERM, 2009
*Registration (Full Term and Spring Half) ..o, May 4, Mon
CIASSES DEEIN vvivteiriiie ittt ettt etk as ekt er e et e s e ets e st e te s e e b et n s s ete e et s e e e e sanesneansaensa s May 5, Tues
Memorial Day (HORAAY) ....oii e et ena May 25, Mon
Classes end (Spring Half) 5:00 DM, covioreiiee ettt ettt seare s June 19, Fri
STUAY DAY -ttt et June 20-21, Sat-Sun
EXBMINALIONS ..ottt ittt ettt e e ee e e e e e te et ens v eas st e ean s June 22-23, Mon-Tues
SPring Half Term @nds.....ccoooiiii ettt June 23, Tues
*Registration (Summer Half) ... June 26, Fri
Summer Half Term classes DEZIM ...c.ccioiiiirieiiiiveiie ittt et eme e eae e, June 29, Mon
Independence Day (HOIAAY ). ..ottt sttt July 3, Fni
Classes eNd, 5100 PuIlleciiiiii ettt ettt ane et ensesne e Aug 14, Fri
STUAY DAY ettt ettt n et Aug 15-16, Sat-Sun
EXAMINATIONS ..ottt ettt ettt e Aug 17-18, Mon-Tues
Full Term and Summer Half Term €nd .......coocoioiiiiicii v, Aug 18, Tues

*Students enrolling in Business Administration, Dentistry, Law, Pharmacy, Social Work, and Medicine should
check with their respective schools for academic calendar information including registration. This calendar is
subject to change.

**Jewish holy days begin and end at sundown on the first and last days listed. The University’s policy
conceming observance of religious holidays can be found at
http://www.umich.edu/~provost/dates/hdaymemo.htm]



Regents Meeting, June 2006

Background for Academic Calendar 2008-2009

Holiday Issues
There are no conflicts with religious holidays in this calendar.

Spring Break

The spring break in 2009 has been scheduled a week earlier than normal in order
to coordinate with the Ann Arbor Public School District’s spring break, which
was recently negotiated with the teachers’ union. Application of the University’s
principle of scheduling spring break in the eighth week of the term would have
resulted in the University break occurring Saturday, February 28 through
Sunday, March 8, rather than the last week in February. The proposed schedule,
which accommodates the Ann Arbor School District, has only five Monday class
meetings in the first seven-week session, which will make it difficult for schools
and colleges to complete seven-week mini-courses that meet on Mondays before
the break. The schools and colleges involved have agreed to work around that
inconvenience.

Number of Class Days

Fall term has 67 days; winter has 69 class days. This is within the acceptable
range of 67-69 class days per term.

Frequently Asked Questions
This calendar reflects the tradition of starting the Tuesday after Labor Day in
order to allow time for a two-day study break in October.




