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Mojtaba Vaziri, associate professor of physics, with tenure, Department of Computer Science,
Engineering Science and Physics, College of Arts and Sciences, is recommended for promotion to
professor of physics, with tenure, Department of Computer Science, Engineering Science and Physics,
College of Arts and Sciences.

Academic Degrees:

Ph.D. 1985 Purdue University
M.S. 1982 Purdue University
B.S. 1973 Tarbiyat Moallem University, Tehran, Iran

Professional Record:
1995 to present Associate Professor of Physics, with tenure, University of Michigan-Flint

2000 to 2005 Chair, Department of Computer Science, Engineering Science, and Physics,
University of Michigan-Flint

1997 to 2000 Chair, Department of Physics and Engineering Science, University of
Michigan-Flint

1990 to 1995 Assistant Professor of Physics, University of Michigan-Flint

1986 to 1990 Visiting Assistant Professor, School of Electrical Engineering, Purdue
University

1985 to 1986 Research Associate, Department of Chemistry, University of Illinois at
Chicago

1982 to 1985 Graduate Research Assistant, Physics Department, Purdue University

1979 to 1982 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Physics Department, Purdue University

1975 t0 1679 Instructor, Department of Physics, Razi University

Summary of Evaluation:

Teaching — Dr. Vaziri is an outstanding teacher of a difficult subject. He earns consistently high and
enthusiastic teaching evaluations, involves students in research projects, and continually develops and
revises his course materials, He is a tireless advisor and mentor to students. His peers note his concern
and respect for students, his enthusiasm for physics and science, and his development of materials,
experiences, and varied strategies for students to engage with and truly learn the material.

Research — In spite of a heavy teaching load and significant service responsibilities, Dr. Vaziri has continued
an active research program that bears regular fruit. Dr. Vaziri assembled a solid state research laboratory and
launched a research program centered on the production and characterization of fullerenes and nanometer
scale metal clusters encapsulated within carbon cages. Results have already appeared in refereed journals;
additional work is in progress and should result in further publications in future years. Dr. Vaziri also
successfully involves undergraduate students in his research.
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Service — It would be difficult to find a faculty colleague more engaged in the life of his department and
College than Dr. Vaziri. He served as chair of his department for eight years, including a critical period
when the unit was reorganized and significant new hirings were undertaken. His efforts have led to
program development, including a new masters program for the College. He has served or serves on the
Council of Chairs, Faculty Council, the Academic Council, and the College’s Executive Committee. The
quality of his service is outstanding.



External Reviewers:

Reviewer (A)

“The theoretical results by Song and Vaziri provide a valuable point of comparison to the experimental
work and indicate directions for future experimental work. I do hope Mojtabe continues with his fullerene
research; it is his best work.”

Reviewer (B)

“I am very impressed by Dr. Vaziri’s establishment of Solid State Research Facility at UM-Flint. It is
admirable that a homemade arc-discharge chamber for preparation of fullerenes and carbon nanotubes has
been set up, and several peer reviewed publications have resulted based on the studies using this equipment.”

Reviewer (C)

[Dr. Vaziri’s] “publications were in very high quality research journals, such as, Phys Rev., Appl. Phy.
Letters, Solid State Communications, Surface Science, and Phys. Rev Letters. It is difficult yet very
prestigious to publish in these journals largely because the review process of these journals is very rigorous
(generally % reviewers).”

Reviewer (D)

“He has taken care to design his research program to be suitable for undergraduate students. In general,
research in Condenses Matter Physics topics requires a background that is usually higher than the
undergraduate level. Therefore, it takes a large amount of time, effort, and thought on the mentor’s part to
make his’her research accessible to undergrads.”

Reviewer (E)

“Professor Vaziri has made tremendous efforts to establish a solid-state research facility, which
contributes evidently to his own and his peer faculties’ research.” “... By using his own established
facility, Prof. Vaziri has prepared and characterized the nanosized encapsulated silver crystals and silver
clusters, and carbon nanotubes, fullerenes, and small carbon-nitride heterofuilerenes by further adjusting
the experimental conditions.”

Summary of Recommendation:

Dr. Vaziri evidences consistent excellence as a teacher. His research has contributed to solid state physics,
has involved undergraduates in a facility he assembled on campus and is likely to bear further fruit in the
future. His university service exceeds expectations for promotion. Dr. Vaziri’s service and leadership as
chair in a time of growth and change has proven him a stellar colleague. He is the model of what a professor
should be. We therefore enthusiastically recommend Mojtaba Vaziri to the title of professor of physics, with
tenure, Department of Computer Science, Engineering Science and Physics, College of Arts and Sciences.
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