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This report summarizes the overall trends in grant and contract activity across all three
campuses of the University of Michigan through the seventh month of Fiscal Year
2026, which ended January 31.

Total research expenditures through the seventh month of FY26 totaled $1.24 billion,
which is down 1.2% when compared to January 2025.

The number of research submissions through the seventh month of FY26 was down
2.1%, and the value of those submissions decreased 1.7% when compared to January
2025.

The number of new research awards from external sponsors during the seventh month
of FY26 decreased 6.6%, and their value decreased 11.9% when compared to January
2025.
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Some highlights of this month’s report include: 

A $2.25M award from the Helmsley Charitable Trust supports gastroenterologist Allen Lee (Michigan Medicine Internal
Medicine–Gastroenterology) and collaborators to study why many people with Crohn’s disease still have symptoms even when
their colonoscopies show no active inflammation. Building on recent work that points to persistent microbial and
metabolic changes in the gut as a likely driver of this “quiescent but symptomatic” state, the team will test whether
targeting these pathways can provide more reliable treatment options for this large patient group.

A $2.28M award from Courage Therapeutics supports neuroscientist Roger Cone (Life Sciences Institute / LSI‑Admin) to
advance a new class of melanocortin‑based drugs that act directly on the brain’s weight‑regulation circuits. Cone, whose lab
first showed how melanocortin receptors in the hypothalamus can flip between obesity and anorexia depending on how
they’re tuned, is working with the U‑M spinout to refine “Courage” peptides that may both boost existing GLP‑1
weight‑loss drugs and open options for people with genetic obesity or severe restrictive eating disorders, where
today’s treatments are thin or nonexistent.

A $1.1M international network grant from the Fondation Leducq supports cardiologist and human geneticist Santhi Ganesh
(U-M Medical School / Internal Medicine–Cardiology) through the “Demystifying Fibromuscular Dysplasia” consortium, ALIGN-
FMD, which brings together clinicians, geneticists and patient partners across several countries. Ganesh’s team is working to
untangle the genetic and vascular mechanisms behind fibromuscular dysplasia—a little-understood arterial disease
that can cause strokes and heart attacks in otherwise healthy, often younger women—so doctors can move beyond
guesswork toward clearer diagnosis, risk prediction and ultimately better treatments. 
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https://www.michiganmedicine.org/health-lab/potential-culprit-identified-lingering-crohns-disease-symptoms
https://news.umich.edu/u-m-startup-courage-therapeutics-receives-7-8m-investment-to-advance-weight-regulation-drugs/
https://www.fondationleducq.org/network/demystifying-fibromuscular-dysplasia-2025/


Expenditures
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Year to Date
FY24: $1,161,949,474
FY25: $1,255,014,358
FY26: $1,239,800,948



Submissions by Count
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Year to Date
FY24: 4,565
FY25: 5,041
FY26: 4,936



Submissions by Amount
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Year to Date
FY24: $3,851,112,998
FY25: $4,470,555,605
FY26: $4,395,610,840



Awards by Count
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Year to Date
FY24: 1,635
FY25: 1,612
FY26: 1,506



Awards by Amount
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Year to Date
FY24: $1,254,062,218
FY25: $1,043,334,906
FY26: $918,776,428



Top Monthly Awards
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