
THE REGENTS OF 

THE UNlVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

January 15, 2022 

Dear Dr. Schlissel: 

This letter is to advise you that the Regents of the University of Michigan (the "Regents") 

are terminating your employment as President of the University of Michigan and your September 

23, 2021, Employment Agreement (the "Agreement") because you have materially breached 

Paragraph LB. of the Agreement. Your termination is for "Cause" pursuant to Paragraph 

V.D.(2)(ii) of the Agreement and is effective immediately.

As you know, the Regents received an anonymous complaint regarding an alleged sexual 

affair between you and a subordinate. An investigation has revealed that your interactions with 

the subordinate were inconsistent with promoting the dignity and reputation of the University of 

Michigan. As some examples: 

On July I, 2021, you exchanged emails with the subordinate using your University of 

Michigan email. In this exchange, she states that her "heart hurts" to which you respond "i 

know. mine too." You state that "this is my fault" and that you are "in pain too." You 

finish with "I still wish I were strong enough to find a way." 

On January 9, 2021, you responded to an email from the subordinate's official University 

of Michigan email address. In her email, the subordinate had said "Oh yes!" In your 

response you wrote: "Love it when you say that." You made a similar remark in an email 

dated April 25, 2020. 

On September 1, 2021, you wrote to the subordinate's official University email address 

and referred to her as "sexier." 

On November 4, 2021, you emailed the subordinate with regard to a University of 

Michigan basketball game you were scheduled to attend as part of your official duties as 

President. In that email you expressed disappointment that you were potentially not sitting 

with the subordinate, stating "the only reason I agreed to go was to go with you. there is a 

conspiracy against me." 

On December 3, 2021, you responded to the subordinate regarding the Big Ten 

Championship "President's Suite briefing Info" stating that "You can give me a private 

briefing." 






